
                                                                                                                             
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

     

PANGKOR LAUT RESORT’S SECOND EDITION OF OPERA IN PARADISE 
18 – 20 OCTOBER 2024 

 
A weekend of world-class opera and exquisite gastronomy 

set upon the most pristine stage of all. 
 

Pangkor Laut Resort, Malaysia – 23 October 2024 – Pangkor Laut Resort, a secluded island 
paradise, recently hosted the second edition of Opera in Paradise. The event transformed the resort 
into a sanctuary for renowned musicians who have left an indelible mark on music history. Their 
symphonic performances created an unforgettable experience for those fortunate enough to witness 
them in this exclusive island setting. 
 
This year's edition was a captivating showcase of exceptional talent, featuring three remarkable 
headline performers who left the audience in awe: Andrea Griminelli, a world-renowned flautist 
extraordinaire and Opera in Paradise’s Musical Director; Cathy-Di Zhang, a stunning soprano; and 
John Longmuir, a powerful tenor. Due to a family emergency, Laura Wright was unable to perform. 
However, Andrea, Cathy, and John seamlessly collaborated to fill her place. 
 
The entire performance unfolded on an extraordinary stage, set against the enchanting backdrop of 
Pangkor Laut Resort. The venue perfectly embodied the resort’s philosophy of 'One island, One resort,' 
blending timeless moments with the idyllic scenery of sun, sea, sand, and the ageless beauty of a 2-
million-year-old rainforest. 
 
The carefully curated lineup marked the commencement of Opera in Paradise 2024, harking back to a 
semi-private performance by the legendary tenor Luciano Pavarotti in 1994. Pavarotti had graced the 
grounds of Pangkor Laut Resort with a dazzling performance commemorating the resort’s second 
phase of development. Moved by the breathtaking location, he remarked, “This place is enchanting. It 
is paradise here. This morning, when I woke up, I went out and was truly moved, almost to tears, seeing 
the beauty that has been created by God."  Pavarotti even dedicated the song 'O Paradiso' as a 
homage to the resort during his recital. 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                             
 

 
 

 
To this day, the resort honours the legacy of the legendary tenor by naming its most splendid suite 
after him, renowned for its breathtaking views. Three decades after that pivotal performance, the artists 
selected for Opera in Paradise offered a heartfelt tribute, cementing Pangkor Laut Resort’s status as 
an icon of unmatched allure. 
 
The magical evening began with sunset cocktails at Fisherman’s Cove, setting the stage for an 
unforgettable concert. Around 200 guests were mesmerised by the enchanting performances and the 
awe-inspiring 360-degree views from the unique concert venue, Samudra. The concert culminated in 
a standing ovation and enthusiastic calls for an encore.  
 
Guests then enjoyed a carefully curated Pavarotti-themed dinner, with the opportunity to interact with 
the performers, making the evening one of pure delight. During the event, Dato’ Mark Yeoh, Executive 
Director of YTL Hotels, delivered a heartfelt speech, expressing his gratitude to everyone involved for 
making the Opera in Paradise an unequivocal triumph. 
 
For those who couldn’t attend this year’s concert, mark your calendars for the upcoming third edition 
of Opera in Paradise, scheduled from 24-26 October, 2025, featuring a new lineup of exceptionally 
talented performers. 
 
For more information or to make a reservation, please contact our travel consultant at: 

Email: travelcentre@ytlhotels.com  | Telephone: +60 3 2783 1000 
 

 
 

Opera in Paradise Video 
 
 
To delve deeper into the artistry of these performers, we invite you to explore the Opera in Paradise 
2024 Performers page.   

### 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AwrCsR6_44
https://www.pangkorlautresort.com/opera-in-paradise.html
https://www.pangkorlautresort.com/opera-in-paradise.html


                                                                                                                             
 

 
 

 
 
About Pangkor Laut Resort 
Pangkor Laut Resort is set along the Straits of Malacca, three miles off the west coast of Malaysia, surrounded by the emerald 
sea. Here, guests discover a piece of paradise two million years in the making. Of the island's 300 acres, only a fraction has 
been developed to house this peaceful luxury resort and its Estates. This private island resort was declared a paradise by the 
late Pavarotti and voted 'Number One in the World' by Condé Nast Traveller U.K. in its sixth annual Readers’ Travel Awards 
Top 100 list in 2003. Here, wooden buildings blend seamlessly into the forest, walls curve around foliage, and roofs open up 
to allow trees to continue on their journey to the sky. Nature is respected here, almost revered and it rewards visitors in ways 
that simply need to be experienced. pangkorlautresort.com 
 
Facebook : facebook.com/pangkorlautresort  
Instagram : instagram.com/pangkorlautresort 

Read on to discover further: The Private Tropical Island Swooned Over By The Stars 

 
 
About YTL Hotels 
YTL Hotels owns and manages a prestigious collection of award-winning resorts, hotels, boutique experiences and Spa 
Villages with a hospitality footprint across Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, Australia, France, The Netherlands and the United 
Kingdom, including Pangkor Laut Resort, voted the World’s Best Resort in 2003 by Condé Nast Traveller UK and top 20 Best 
Resorts in Asia in 2023 by Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards US. The Gainsborough Bath Spa, a part of the 
Small Luxury Hotels of the World’s collection of legendary hotels, was named in the 2024 Condé Nast Traveller Awards as 
the World’s 6th top Hotel in the UK as well as the Top Destination Spa Resorts in the World in the 2022 and 2023 Condé Nast 
Traveller Readers’ Choice Awards.  The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui was named in 2023 by Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ 
Choice Awards US as one of the top 15 best resorts in Thailand.  The Gainsborough Bath Spa in the UK and Higashiyama 
Niseko Village, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve in Niseko Village, both achieved a Michelin Key each.  
The portfolio, which embraces the brand promise of Treasured Places, and Treasured Moments, also encompasses the 
ownership management of Marriott International properties in Australia and Kuala Lumpur as well as properties under the 
brand’s distinctive Autograph Collection banner. Properties under the Marriott International partnership include The Ritz-
Carlton, Koh Samui as well as Higashiyama Niseko Village, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve, named in TIME’s World’s Greatest Places 
2021 list and also the first Ritz-Carlton Reserve in Japan, complementing YTL Hotels’ master plan for Niseko Village..   
  
With each new experience that it presents, the company strives to embrace and highlight the natural essence of culture, 
character and tradition of its surroundings. YTL Hotels is the hospitality arm of YTL Corporation Berhad. Visit ytlhotels.com 
for more information and follow us on our social media platforms for #YTLTravels.   
 
 
Facebook: facebook.com/ytlhotels   
Instagram: instagram.com/ytlhotels   
Twitter: twitter.com/ytlhotels   
YouTube: youtube.com/user/ytlhotels   
   
  
For high-resolution images, please visit YTL Hotels Media Gallery. For reservations and enquiries, please contact YTL Travel 
Centre at +60 3 2783 1000 or email travelcentre@ytlhotels.com  
 
 
Facebook : facebook.com/ytlhotels 

about:blank
http://www.facebook.com/pangkorlautresort
http://www.instagram.com/pangkorlautresort
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/article-3168518/Pavarotti-couldn-t-Joan-Collins-honeymooned-don-t-need-millionaire-celebrity-holiday-private-island-Pangkor-Laut.html
http://www.ytlhotels.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ytlhotels
http://www.instagram.com/ytlhotels
http://www.twitter.com/ytlhotels
https://www.youtube.com/user/ytlhotels
http://mediagallery.ytlhotels.com/
mailto:travelcentre@ytlhotels.com
http://www.facebook.com/ytlhotels


                                                                                                                             
 

 
 

Instagram : instagram.com/ytlhotels 
Twitter  : twitter.com/ytlhotels 
YouTube : youtube.com/user/ytlhotels 
 
 
FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
Geraldine Dreiser  
Vice President – Marketing & Communications  
geraldine@ytlhotels.com  
  
Cynthia Peris 
PR Consultant 
cynthia.peris@ytlhotels.com 
 

 

http://www.instagram.com/ytlhotels
http://www.twitter.com/ytlhotels
https://www.youtube.com/user/ytlhotels

