
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Gaya Island Resort Unveils the Wildlife Wonders  
A Journey into Nature's Splendour 

 

 

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA, 14 January, 2025 - Nestled on the tranquil shores of Pulau Gaya, the largest 
island in Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park just off Kota Kinabalu, Gaya Island Resort is the perfect launch 
pad for an unparalleled exploration of Borneo's natural marvels. This February, the luxury resort unveils its 
Wildlife Wonders package—a meticulously crafted 4-day, 3-night adventure designed for nature enthusiasts 
eager to discover the island’s rich biodiversity. 

This exclusive experience is designed for avid birders and wildlife lovers seeking an immersive journey into 
Pulau Gaya’s vibrant ecosystem. The resort’s location within the protected marine park—spanning 
approximately 4,929 hectares, with two-thirds of it covered by water—offers a haven for both indigenous 
and transient species. 

Guests embarking on the Wildlife Wonders package will be greeted each morning by breathtaking views of 
Mount Kinabalu and will embark on guided explorations led by the resort’s resident naturalist. Kayak through 
majestic mangrove forests, witness twilight bird-watching sessions that reveal the island’s nocturnal avian 
residents, and delight in a dawn bird-watching experience. The itinerary ensures a perfect blend of adventure 
and relaxation, allowing guests to uncover the island’s seven natural wonders, including the possible sightings 
of Proboscis Monkeys, Red Giant Flying Squirrels, Fireflies, Philippine Megapodes, the nocturnal Boobook 
Owl and Sunda Pangolin, as well as the Elephant Foot Yam and Mangrove. 

The experience is enhanced by a personal copy of the resort’s in-house publication, Wildlife Wonders at 
Gaya Island Resort: A Guide to Its Feathered Friends and Indigenous Fauna, authored by YTL Hotels’ Director 
of Conservation, Justin Juhun. Featuring stunning photography by Cheryl Miller-Yell, Charmain Ang, and Ng 
Siew Hian, along with insightful narratives by Tan Beng Hui and Cheryl Miller-Yell, this guide offers a deep 
understanding of the quirks and habits of nearly 40 avian species, helping guests identify unique traits in their 
plumage, calls, and behaviours. 



 

 

Throughout their stay, guests can engage in Gaya Island Resort’s conservation efforts, including turtle rescue 
and coral reef rehabilitation, enhancing their connection to the natural world. The package, starting from 
MYR 1,200++ for 2 persons per night with a minimum three-night stay, includes accommodation in a Bayu 
Villa with panoramic forest views and a telescope for bird-watching from your own 'nature window.' It also 
covers full board and scheduled return boat transfers between Jesselton Point Ferry Terminal in Kota 
Kinabalu and the resort. 

With daily nature briefings, twilight and dawn bird-watching excursions, and hands-on activities like 
mangrove kayaking and planting, the Wildlife Wonders package offers a unique opportunity to immerse 
yourself in Borneo’s wild beauty and foster a profound appreciation for nature. 

For reservations and enquiries, please contact YTL Travel Centre at +60 3 2783 1000, email 
travelcentre@ytlhotels.com or click on the booking link. 

 

##### 

 
About Gaya Island Resort  
Situated on Pulau Gaya within the Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park in Borneo, Gaya Island Resort is a natural 
sanctuary nestled in the hillside of an ancient rainforest. The 121 villas respect Sabahan elements and blend 
harmoniously with the natural environment while interiors are designed with a contemporary elegance. Integrated 
within the mangroves is Spa Village Gaya Island offering programmes that reflect the region's healing practices, from 
the specialised rice scrubs and masques of the Kadazandusun to the age-old practices of the Bajau sea nomads. 
Discoveries and authentic experiences with nature all prevail across the YTL Luxury Resort’s land and seascape, 
offering travellers an escape that is all distinctively Borneo.  
 
Instagram : instragram.com/gayaislandresort 
Facebook : facebook.com/gayaislandresort 

 

About YTL Hotels    
YTL Hotels owns and manages a prestigious collection of award-winning resorts, hotels, boutique experiences, and Spa 
Villages, with a hospitality footprint across Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, Australia, France, the Netherlands, and the 
United Kingdom. Notable properties include Pangkor Laut Resort, voted the World’s Best Resort in 2003 by Condé 
Nast Traveller UK and ranked among the Top 20 Best Resorts in Asia in the 2023 Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice 
Awards US. The Gainsborough Bath Spa, part of the Small Luxury Hotels of the World’s prestigious collection, was 
ranked the 6th Best Hotel in the UK in the 2024 Condé Nast Traveller Awards. It has also been consistently listed as 
one of the Top Destination Spa Resorts in the World in both the 2022 and 2023 Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice 
Awards US. Additionally, both The Gainsborough Bath Spa in the UK and Higashiyama Niseko Village, a Ritz-Carlton 
Reserve in Japan, have earned the prestigious Michelin Key. The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui was recognised in the 2023 
Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards US as one of the Top 15 Best Resorts in Thailand. Furthermore, Monkey  
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Island Estate, Gaya Island Resort, and The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui have been named in the 2025 edition of Fodor's 
Finest as some of the Most Incredible Hotels in the World.   
 
YTL Hotels’ portfolio which includes 7000 rooms in 35 properties worldwide embodies the brand’s promise of 
"Treasured Places, Treasured Moments" and includes the ownership and management of several Marriott 
International properties in Malaysia, Japan, Thailand, and Australia. This also encompasses distinctive hotels under the 
Autograph Collection and AC Hotels banners. Notable properties within the Marriott International partnership include 
The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur, JW Marriott Kuala Lumpur, and Hotel Stripes Kuala Lumpur. The collaboration 
further features prominent hotels like The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui, and Higashiyama Niseko Village, a Ritz-Carlton 
Reserve, which was named one of TIME’s World’s Greatest Places 2021. As Japan’s first Ritz-Carlton Reserve, it plays a 
key role in YTL Hotels’ master plan for Niseko Village.   

With each new experience that it presents, the company strives to embrace and highlight the natural essence of 
culture, character and tradition of its surroundings. YTL Hotels is the hospitality arm of YTL Corporation Berhad. Visit 
ytlhotels.com for more information and follow us on our social media platforms for #YTLTravels.    

Facebook: facebook.com/ytlhotels   
Instagram: instagram.com/ytlhotels   
Twitter:   twitter.com/YTLhotels   
YouTube: youtube.com/ytlhotels   
 
For high-resolution images, please visit YTL Hotels Media Gallery. For reservations and enquiries, please contact YTL 
Travel Centre at +60 3 2783 1000 or email travelcentre@ytlhotels.com   

 

FOR MEDIA ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:  

Geraldine Dreiser  
Vice President - Marketing & Communications  
Email: geraldine@ytlhotels.com  
 

Cynthia Peris  
PR Consultant  
Email: cynthia.peris@ytlhotels.com  
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